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Press Bulletin

Madrid, Spain, June 17, 2008.- Using the Marquis of Salamanca’s Palace in the Spanish capital as its headquarters, the Award Ceremony for the BBVA Foundation Prize for Performance in Biodiversity Conservation took place on the 17th of this month, with Mexico’s Grupo Ecológico Sierra Gorda being the award recipient. For achieving success in the co-management of a protected natural area through the strategic alliance between local initiative and the National Commission for Protected Natural Areas and for achieving, for the first time, the comprehensive functionality of the Management Program for the SGBR, the award was received by director and founder, Roberto Pedraza Muñoz, and awarded by the Minister of the Environment and Rural and Marine Environments, Mrs. Elena Espinosa and the BBVA Foundation President, Mr. Francisco González.
THE JUDGING PANEL FOR THE BBVA FOUNDATION PRIZE FOR PERFORMANCE IN BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION GRANTED THIS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR THE RECOGNITION OF THE EFFORTS BY THE INVOLVED ENTITIES, WHOSE WORK WAS NOT MOTIVATED BY PROFITS, BUT BY THE EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OF THE SIERRA GORDA BIOSPHERE RESERVE, “FOR HAVING DEMONSTRATED THAT BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION GENERATES WEALTH AND WELL-BEING FOR THE POPULATION. THIS EFFORT, BOTH ORIGINAL AND INNOVATIVE, HAS PERMITTED THE ACHIEVEMENT OF IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS AND QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE AREA.” 
The Grupo Ecológico Sierra Gorda initiated the co-management model in 1999 with shared responsibilities divided between the Mexican Government and civil society for the management of the Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve, Mexico’s most ecologically diverse protected land, which covers a total area of 383,567 hectares. As a result of its location at the intersection of two distinct eco-zones, the Sierra Gorda hosts 15 types and subtypes of vegetation, more than 2,300 plant species, 127 varieties of mushrooms and 621 vertebrates, including jaguars, black bears and macaws among other protected animals.
In addition, this area has some of the lowest development indicators in Mexico: 30 percent of the economically active population is unemployed, 23 percent is illiterate, and based on statistics from 2001, 79% of those employed earn less than 6 dollars per day.
What stands out about this award is that the project not only has had quantifiable impacts on ecosystem and landscape restoration but it has also generated half a million U.S. dollars in revenues for biodiversity-related activities which has benefited 108 local communities in the area. Also, the public investment dedicated to sustainable development and conservation has grown by 767 percent since the year 2000. The project has also managed construction and improvement of latrine systems and water-treatment plants. 
Moreover, the project has set in motion the Sierra Gorda Earth Center, which offers courses and workshops to students from other Mexican states and other Latin American countries. 

Other award recipients included the US researchers Harold Mooney and Peter Raven, considered to be the architects of the modern biodiversity science, for the category of investigation of Ecology and Biology Conservation. Meanwhile, the BBVA Foundation prize for Dissemination of Information and Awareness in Biodiversity Conservation went to the environmental journalist Benigno Varillas, founder of the magazine Quercus.
The judging panel for the Performance Prize for Biodiversity Conservation was chaired by Sergio Guevara (Ecological Institute of Mexico) and panel members included Josep-María Gili (Ocean Sciences Institute, CSIC), José Vicente de Lucio (Alcalá University), Nuria Marbà (Mediterranean Institute for Advanced Studies, CSIC-Islas Baleares University), Carlos Montes (Autonomous University of Madrid), and Antonio Vercher (Fiscal Coordinator of the Environment and Urbanization of the Supreme Court). The panel declared the Spanish counterpart for the Performance in Biodiversity Conservation nonexistent. 
